﻿[00:00:16.390] - Lauren Hutton
This is the story of my two young friends, Nicki and Teo. They are children of the concrete jungle. Cement sidewalks are their playgrounds and towers of steel and brick are their homes. Together, we have had our share of urban adventures and I have done my best to teach them how to survive in the city. For the past 26 years, when noise and chaos gets to be too much, I've escaped this urban wildlife by visiting the real thing, Africa.

[00:00:47.070] - Lauren Hutton
My frequent trips there have left a profound influence on my life, leaving behind the deep trace of memories. Although I have often shared them with these two children of New York City, I know that to them, my stories of African plains and tribal warriors seem as fantastic and contrived as a fairy tale. For Nicki and Teo, the notion of a man hunting lion could only take place in the world of video games.

[00:01:16.890] - Lauren Hutton
I've often promised them that someday soon I would take them to Africa to see these amazing sights for themselves. Now, the moment has come to keep my word. They will join me across thousands of miles of ocean and land in one of the last pristine places on this earth, the border between Kenya and Tanzania.

[00:01:36.540] - Lauren Hutton
Our destination is the homeland of the Maasai tribe, a people whose way of life is becoming as extinct as the creatures who share their land. This journey would teach Nicki and Teo what it means to live by the earth and not just on it. They are about to come face to face with a way of life that, up to this point, has existed only in their wildest imaginations.

[00:02:32.790] - Lauren Hutton
Our adventure begins at the Maasai Mara National Reserve. I am there to greet my two little warriors as they arrive. They have spent over 17 hours in the air and flown on three different planes, so it's a relief for them just to be on solid ground.

[00:02:47.440] - Lauren Hutton
Are you guys about ready to see some warthogs?

[00:02:49.420] - Nicki Rhodes
Yeah, I want to see some warthogs.

[00:02:50.080] - Lauren Hutton
You want to see some right now?

[00:02:51.400] - Lauren Hutton
We head toward our first camp, knowing that somewhere in the distance, a group of Maasai are crossing these planes by foot to meet us. Like two trains on a collision course, we will come together somewhere in the middle.

[00:03:33.610] - Lauren Hutton
It is nightfall when we arrive at the Mara River camp, and everyone is exhausted. But Nicki and Teo insist on meeting our Maasai hosts. Dixon, Samuel, Cosmos, [inaudible 00:03:51], [inaudible 00:03:52] and Natoloi. They will be our guides to the Maasai culture, our shepherds as we cross this land and our friends as we create new memories together.

[00:04:04.850] - Lauren Hutton
As we unwind after our long journey, the Maasai serenade us with a traditional song of welcome, a fitting lullaby to end our first day. [singing 00:04:43]. The following morning, we are jarred awake by the shouts of the Maasai watchmen. A herd of elephants is making its way through the camp, oblivious to our presence. As the morning mist begins to clear, we drive through the plains in search of creatures large and small.

[00:05:41.470] - Lauren Hutton
The Mara Reserve is one of the few remaining places on Earth where you can see such a diverse array of wildlife. He eats 300 or 400 pounds every day of grass, so he's going to eat all day long. It keeps himself alive, he does that all day. He's got beautiful long eyelashes. This is a very young one. It's a young male. See how long his hairs are on his tail.

[00:06:37.350] - Nicki Rhodes
Do you know what?

[00:06:38.440] - Lauren Hutton
What?

[00:06:38.440] - Nicki Rhodes
I look at his tails look like ropes for mice.

[00:06:42.350] - Lauren Hutton
They look like ropes for mice?

[00:06:44.200] - Nicki Rhodes
Yeah.

[00:06:44.260] - Lauren Hutton
What's a rope for a mouse?

[00:06:48.350] - Maasai Tribe
Like when a mouse comes into an elephant, they climb up and then they climb up the tail.

[00:06:58.360] - Lauren Hutton
Did you know that Dixon?

[00:07:00.130] - Dixon Leutra
No.

[00:07:00.720] - Lauren Hutton
He says that elephant tails are ropes for mice. He's coming very close to us. It's okay Nicki he's not going to hurt you, sweetheart. He wouldn't hurt you. He's looking right at us. Wow, he's like a Japanese samurai warrior and those are his females. That's his harem. He has to fight all the other males to keep those females. You see? Look very closely, he's going to go with the girls. He going to run across the road to protect these girls. He's ready to fight for them. [inaudible 00:07:39]

[00:08:47.970] - Teo Juan Babini
The water is bubbling. No, that must be a hippopotamus.

[00:09:01.090] - Lauren Hutton
We've come to the river bank hoping for some hippo sightings. It doesn't take long to find them.

[00:09:08.590] - Lauren Hutton
Come here, check this out. It's a very big male and he wants to find out if we're going to hurt them. He's staying way down. He's come down here to check us out. He snuck all the way over here from there to see what we're talking about. We're talking about him.

[00:09:22.860] - Lauren Hutton
They are dangerous creatures with an imposing presence.

[00:09:26.140] - Lauren Hutton
He went down. We scared him. He was scared.

[00:09:31.430] - Lauren Hutton
Yet it's a tiny frog that captures Teo's undivided attention.

[00:09:35.440] - Lauren Hutton
Is that a baby frog you found? Don't touch it's back, honey. Just hold it like that. God, it must be making all that noise at night.

[00:09:42.970] - Teo Juan Babini
I found it.

[00:09:44.040] - Nicki Rhodes
You found it? It's very beautiful.

[00:09:48.630] - Lauren Hutton
In a scene often repeated throughout the trip, the kids are overwhelmed by the large animals. But the small creatures provide them with a sense of control, an encounter with wildlife on a comprehensible and manageable scale.

[00:10:02.810] - Lauren Hutton
Someone's feeling a little better.

[00:10:12.910] - Lauren Hutton
We return to camp from our hippo trip. An unexpected visitor awaits us and teaches the boys their first lesson in wilderness survival. Never leave your food unattended. It's an unusual sight to see a baboon come this close to a human being in the wild. He must be very friendly or very hungry.

[00:10:34.820] - Lauren Hutton
Just a regular old eating machine, aren't you? I don't usually feed animals in the wild. Bacon and crust off sandwich. Of course, what I did was extremely dangerous. A baboon can turn on you very quickly and their teeth are as large and powerful as those of their enemies, leopards. But this one has obviously been fed by other humans and has come to rely on them for food.

[00:10:59.990] - Lauren Hutton
Come on, be brave. This is the bacon.

[00:11:12.790] - Teo Juan Babini
This is a hippo jaw. Somebody found it by a rock. These are it's two front, very sharp teeth. These are like the hardest. Lots of his teeth are loose. He's lost 1, 2, 3, 3 teeth. It is heavy. It's a hippo jaw.

[00:11:37.410] - Nicki Rhodes
It's huge.

[00:11:40.470] - Teo Juan Babini
That's all I know about it. Bye. Ouch.

[00:11:46.950] - Lauren Hutton
This land is rich with wildlife, but it is also a place where death is an everyday occurrence. Large predators roam the plains looking for their next meal. Sometimes, though, it is a small death that affect us most.

[00:12:04.070] - Teo Juan Babini
Is he dead?

[00:12:15.290] - Nicki Rhodes
Yeah.

[00:12:15.290] - Teo Juan Babini
Where did you find him?

[00:12:15.290] - Nicki Rhodes
I found him. I want to keep him.

[00:12:15.290] - Teo Juan Babini
No, he'll smell. Miss you. He's blind. See?

[00:12:19.930] - Nicki Rhodes
No, his eyes are closed because he's dead. I wonder what kind of bird he was. A sparrow?

[00:12:24.980] - Teo Juan Babini
Yeah, it's a sparrow.

[00:12:24.980] - Nicki Rhodes
Come here Teo. Right there. Why it got stuck in a rope? Nothing's happening. Its heart is not beating.

[00:12:41.050] - Teo Juan Babini
That means he is dead.

[00:12:41.050] - Nicki Rhodes
But his heart is beating, but he's not alive, I think.

[00:12:49.170] - Lauren Hutton
Instead of burying the bird, the Maasai teach Teo and Nicki how to skin the animal, keeping its shell intact. Nothing is wasted here. They're going to show you how to skin it, honey. Might be pretty sharp. Yeah, it's going to cut the body out, cut the skin off. Then they're going to stuff it with grass and then hang it from a thing around Nicki's head. Come over here.

[00:13:16.510] - Teo Juan Babini
Poor little birds.

[00:13:18.430] - Nicki Rhodes
That was disgusting.

[00:13:20.530] - Lauren Hutton
Wow. That's his muscles. He's dead, sweetheart. You like that brain look?

[00:13:28.550] - Teo Juan Babini
I hate this part.

[00:13:30.440] - Lauren Hutton
Those are called the intestines and guts.

[00:13:41.130] - Nicki Rhodes
Disgusting. Wait, did you know what? If you open its eyes, if you hold it, there'll be no eyes.

[00:13:54.190] - Lauren Hutton
Dixon, Cosmos and Samuel train the boys to become honorary warriors. To prepare them for their upcoming meeting with a group of real warriors, they must learn how to use their weapons.

[00:14:07.130] - Dixon Leutra
If you hold like this, it goes like this. If you hold like this, it goes... So you have to.

[00:14:11.610] - Lauren Hutton
Find the middle where it stays even. Figure it out with your own hand. That's pretty good. [foreign language 00:14:35]. It takes a little practice. [inaudible 00:14:35] shows them how it's done. Not bad for a six-year-old.

[00:14:46.470] - Teo Juan Babini
Oh, my God.

[00:14:50.450] - Lauren Hutton
A warrior also needs to know how to hunt a lion. Dixon pretends that an imaginary lion is hiding in a nearby bush, and he teaches the boys some strategies for catching him.

[00:15:31.240] - Teo Juan Babini
That must have hurt.

[00:15:31.240] - Dixon Leutra
I think maybe Nicki got a tail or something.

[00:15:34.310] - Lauren Hutton
Tomorrow is a big day for Nicki and Teo. These two children, born and bred in New York City, will be transformed into Maasai warriors. [singing 00:15:51] The day ends in joyful dance and the air is filled with songs and celebration. [singing 00:15:55]

[00:16:31.750] - Lauren Hutton
Now that Nicki and Teo have learned some of the basic skills of warriorhood, it is time for them to take on the outward appearance as well. Oh boy, Teo, you look handsome. The Maasai are well known for their colourful aspect. Their intricate necklaces, braces and anklets are often given and received as gifts.

[00:17:11.770] - Lauren Hutton
Maasai warriors grow their hair into long braids and paint their faces and hair with red ochre. [inaudible 00:17:17]

[00:17:39.690] - Teo Juan Babini
What's with my hair? Oh God, he's going to put that stuff in your hair?

[00:17:39.850] - Nicki Rhodes
Look at your hair, Teo.

[00:17:39.690] - Lauren Hutton
The paint, made from dirt, creates a fierce look that symbolizes strength and inspires fear in the hearts of any potential attackers. Somehow, Nicki and Teo's look doesn't produce quite the same effect. Want to see how you look?

[00:17:56.070] - Nicki Rhodes
Yeah, I do. Oh my God! Teo.

[00:17:57.750] - Maasai Tribe
[foreign language 00:17:57].

[00:18:20.230] - Lauren Hutton
Now that they are dressed for the part, it is time for the boys to behave as warriors. Time to see how it's really done. The kids get a chance to watch their performance, as it's replayed on a small monitor. We pack up the gear and say goodbye to the staff at our base camp. They have grown very attached to the children and treat them as if they were their own.

[00:19:56.370] - Dixon Leutra
We're going to then cross the plains and we'll have to cross the Talek River and eventually we'll get to Sekenani Camp over here.

[00:20:15.490] - Lauren Hutton
As we head for our second camp, the boys discover that getting stuck in the mud seems to be an everyday occurrence when driving in the bush. There are a few roads and the ones that exist are dirt tracks in bad condition. It is common for the Maasai to walk for days at a time to get from place to place.

[00:21:01.040] - Teo Juan Babini
[singing 00:21:01]

[00:21:08.550] - Lauren Hutton
You never know what you'll encounter on these things. This time we're surrounded by a herd of news, also known as Lula Beast. Along the way, we stop at a Boma, a traditional Maasai village. This Boma is home to the mother of Katwini Hwan.

[00:22:00.030] - Lauren Hutton
This is Katwini's mom.

[00:22:02.770] - Lauren Hutton
Like the rest of her neighbors, she lives in a traditional hut which she has built using reeds, grass and cow manure, the only house-building materials that are readily available here. Although this land is cloaked in beauty, it is a difficult place to live. With very little rainfall, the land is arid and ill-suited for farming.

[00:22:23.740] - Lauren Hutton
The Maasai rely on their livestock and have come to be known as the People of Cattle because of their spiritual and practical attachment to these animals. Dixon introduces me to one of the Boma's elders. In Maasai culture, the elders are very well respected. They're the keepers of the peace and of the tribe's oral history, which is passed down through stories and songs.

[00:22:51.150] - Maasai Tribe
[foreign language 00:22:51].

[00:23:08.370] - Lauren Hutton
We meet several of the villagers and make some new friends along the way. But not everyone is pleased by the strange sight of two young Americans. After saying goodbye, it's back on the road again until we reach the place that we'll call home for the next few days, Sekenani.

[00:23:52.730] - Teo Juan Babini
Where is Sekenani?

[00:24:19.350] - Lauren Hutton
We're here waiting for the arrival of group of Maasai warriors from the Tanzanian border who are coming to the camp to help us with the film. Because of outside influences, their world is changing rapidly and they are some of the last warriors who will ever live the old way. We're very excited and I can hear them coming.

[00:26:10.770] - Lauren Hutton
Even under the best of circumstances, the sight of these warriors can be more than a bit intimidating. When did you get in there? It's easy to understand why a six-year-old would feel like hiding in the grass. I think you're very sensible, personally. Very big deal. These Maasai warriors, or Moran as they are called, have spent nine years in the bush.

[00:26:55.970] - Lauren Hutton
In order to become a Moran, a Maasai boy must be circumcised. Usually at around the age of 15 without the help of any anesthesia. For the 8-10 years of their warriorhood, the Moran roam the bush and serve as a community army, protecting the Maasai from outsiders and other warring clans. The Moran are the pride of the Maasai and they are not to be trifled with.

[00:27:24.570] - Lauren Hutton
Maasai do not kill wild games for food. They live on the meat, blood and milk of their livestock, which are sheep, cattle and goats. They usually eat only one meal a day, and some days not at all. Today, they're eating and it's not a sight for the faint of heart.

[00:28:27.510] - Lauren Hutton
The killing of a bull is performed with much care as the warriors try their best to spare the animal pain. They do it as quickly as possible and are careful not to spill any blood. A pouch is made right inside the skin of the bull's neck, where the blood collects. All the warriors drink the hot blood, believing it gives them strength. Blood is one of the few liquids they drink, and it is often combined with their other beverage of choice, milk. [foreign language 00:29:02].

[00:29:34.070] - Teo Juan Babini
I wish they wouldn't kill a cow.

[00:29:36.310] - Lauren Hutton
So you'll never, never eat another hamburger?

[00:29:39.290] - Teo Juan Babini
I'm going to eat them except I won't watch them kill it.

[00:29:44.450] - Lauren Hutton
Camera, though. They're sweet.

[00:29:46.700] - Maasai Tribe
[foreign language 00:29:46]

[00:29:46.900] - Lauren Hutton
It's a meat. It's good.

[00:29:49.100] - Maasai Tribe
[foreign language 00:29:49]

[00:30:10.170] - Teo Juan Babini
Better than hamburgers.

[00:30:12.070] - Lauren Hutton
It's better than hamburgers.

[00:30:14.190] - Teo Juan Babini
Sort of, except there's no bun, ketchup, mustard, pickles. I need tomatoes.

[00:30:30.370] - Lauren Hutton
We're constantly learning new things from the Maasai, but every now and then it's our turn to teach. There's some serious pair of lips here. Now that we've gotten all that meat and blood out of the way, it's time to freshen up a bit. The warrior chief allows me to experiment on it.

[00:31:23.210] - Lauren Hutton
Okay, now, I think I'm going to put some deep bones for your cheeks. I bet Revlon never dreamed their makeup would be used this way. Very nice. These guys are going to go crazy when they see you. Put that on over with you. No, just on the lips. Teaching me a few tricks, I must say.

[00:32:03.590] - Lauren Hutton
Playtime continues as the Maasai teach Nicki and Teo a new game. The kids pretend to be lions and they are hunted by the men.

[00:32:52.970] - Lauren Hutton
The traditional lion hunt is a rite of passage and a warrior proves his courage by being the first one to spear the beast. He's rewarded with the animal's mane.

[00:33:06.510] - Lauren Hutton
Now, because of poaching, lions have grown increasingly rare, and the Maasai practice of hunting them has been outlawed. Now, instead of stalking the real thing, one of the warriors plays the part of the lion, using an actual lion mane and a kudu horn to imitate his growl, as Nicki and Teo join forces to catch him.

[00:34:26.170] - Lauren Hutton
The time has come to go our separate ways. We say our goodbyes, securing in the knowledge that somewhere out there. A group of young men are carrying on a tradition, as they march across the plains on an endless nomadic journey.

[00:34:47.210] - Lauren Hutton
We set off towards Loita, our final camp. With a few stops along the way, we visit a Maasai school and are greeted warmly by the children. Not all Maasai children get the chance to go to school. In many cases, only one child from a family is sent, while the others stay behind to care for the livestock and carry on Maasai traditions.

[00:35:28.090] - Lauren Hutton
As in America, Maasai schools also face the problems of overcrowding and underfunding. At this school, they did not have the money to build an extra room in order to separate two grades of students. Their temporary solution was to erect a flimsy cardboard petition straight down the middle. It's time for recess and the schoolchildren accept Nicki and Teo into their mist. The language of play is the same the world over.

[00:35:59.450] - Lauren Hutton
Bye. Bye.

[00:36:00.770] - Lauren Hutton
They're sad to see us go, but they wish us well. We cruise on down the road, but it doesn't take long before we get stuck in the mud. Again.

[00:36:12.040] - Dixon Leutra
Where are you going, Milton?

[00:36:20.170] - Lauren Hutton
Again. This morning we're up in the Loita Hills almost 10,000ft after a very wild and woolly ride in the dark and rain last night, losing trucks and cars right and left. We woke up this morning and there are big puffy clouds rolling in over the hills.

[00:36:43.560] - Lauren Hutton
Now, we're going to take the kids and go off and show them a Maasai village. It's right over there on the next hill. The villagers tend to their goats and other livestock and Nicki and Teo learn that shepherding a flock isn't as easy as it looks.

[00:37:09.520] - Lauren Hutton
How old is he? He is still a baby. My cattle is still a baby. Where are these things.?

[00:37:29.470] - Maasai Tribe
It might be called a dulux.

[00:37:59.050] - Nicki Rhodes
Can I hold him?

[00:38:11.450] - Lauren Hutton
As we visit one of the huts, our hostess offers us fresh goat milk in a traditional gesture of welcome. Nicki is surprised to find that he likes it.

[00:38:39.150] - Nicki Rhodes
Can I have some more milk, please?

[00:38:39.150] - Lauren Hutton
We're headed towards our final stop, Lloyd de Camp in the Forest of the Lost Child. Mist fills the air, giving the place an eerie feel. Although Nicki plays and laughs like any other kid, he has a cyst lodged in the right side of his brain. As soon as he returns to the States, he will undergo an operation to remove it.

[00:39:02.490] - Lauren Hutton
Nicki has told her Masai friends about the upcoming surgery. They have insisted that he visit Laibon, a Maasai medicine man who lives in a cave in the forest. He will perform a ceremony to determine the outcome of Nicki's operation. The journey to the Laibon's cave is not an easy trick. We hike for hours, climbing steep hills and maneuvering through dense bush.

[00:39:31.030] - Lauren Hutton
It is too much for the kids. They have to be carried part of the way. Dixon, are you here?

[00:39:36.810] - Dixon Leutra
Yeah.

[00:39:37.320] - Lauren Hutton
It's [inaudible 00:39:38] and Nicki and Lauren and Teo. He's here.

[00:39:56.910] - Maasai Tribe
Here is Laibon, the medicine man. This is where he lives.

[00:39:58.850] - Lauren Hutton
Okay, let me show him. Because we travel with Nicki's medical records, we bring Nicki's MRI to show the Laibon what Western medicine men are doing. This is a picture of Nicki's head. It's a cyst with some water in it.

[00:40:15.070] - Maasai Tribe
[foreign language 00:40:15]

[00:41:14.590] - Lauren Hutton
The Laibon has rolled a combination of animal fat and root paste into a ball to symbolize Nicki's cyst. He burns it to make it easier for the Western doctors to remove the real thing. The Laibon will learn the outcome of the surgery from these magic bones. The white powder he feeds Nicki will give him the strength to face the future. We need all the magic we can get.

[00:42:30.670] - Lauren Hutton
By the time you watch this film, Nicki has undergone a successful operation and is well on his way to recovery. [foreign language 00:43:03]. For Nicki and Teo, the daily reality of Africa fades with the passing days and months. But I know that when they get older they will understand that the memory of Africa is like the setting sun. It disappears from time to time, but is never really gone.

[00:43:20.190] - Lauren Hutton
Even as it sinks below the horizon, you know that it will be back again tomorrow to illuminate your world. Now, tell me this. What was your favorite thing Nicki on the whole trip?

[00:43:50.330] - Nicki Rhodes
Everything.

